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“No member of our team is more important than the students we serve.”

SENIOR CITIZEN ELIGIBLE TAX SUBSIDY PROGRAMS

Act 1 describes an eligible individual or a claimant as a person who was at least 65 years of age or whose spouse, if a member of the household, was at least 65 years of age during a calendar year in which real property taxes or rent were due and payable. 

A claimant also can be a person who was a widow or widower and at least 50 years of age during a calendar year or part of a calendar year in which real property taxes or rent were due and payable or any individual who is permanently disabled and is 18 years of age or older during a calendar year in which real property taxes or rent were due and payable. 

The term "income" is defined as all income from whatever source derived, including, but not limited to: 1) salaries, wages, bonuses, commissions, income from self-employment, alimony, support money, cash public assistance and relief; 2) the gross amount of any pensions or annuities, including railroad retirement benefits for calendar years prior to 1999 and 50% of railroad benefits for calendar years 1999 and thereafter; 3) all benefits received under the Social Security Act, except Medicare benefits, for calendar years prior to 1999 and 50% of all benefits received, except Medicare, for calendar years 1999 and thereafter,; 4) all benefits received under state unemployment insurance laws and veterans’ disability payments; 5) interest received from the federal or any state government, instrumentality or political subdivision thereof; 6) realized capital gains and rentals; 7) workers' compensation; 8) the gross amount of loss-of-time insurance benefits, life insurance benefits and proceeds, except the first $5,000 of the total death benefit and 9) gifts of cash or property, other than transfers by gift between members of a household, in excess of a total value of $300. The term does not include surplus food or other relief in kind supplied by a governmental agency property tax or rent rebate or inflation dividend. 

The maximum income for eligibility has been increased from $15,000 to $35,000 for property owners only. It remains at $15,000 for renters. The amount of benefits paid for any real property taxes due and payable during the calendar year 2006 and thereafter is as follows:

Household Income                Benefit
$0-$8,000                                $650
$8,001-$15,000                       $500
$15,001-$18,000                     $300
$18,001-$35,000                     $250

There is a supplemental amount available for claimants having a household income of $30,000 or less and who are eligible for a property tax rebate and whose real property taxes exceed 15% of the claimant's household income. The supplement is equal to an additional 50% of the base amount of the benefit. Claimants in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Scranton are not eligible for this supplement but are eligible for an additional property tax rebate of 50% of the base benefit if their household income is equal to or less than $30,000. This geographical benefit does not take effect until property tax reduction allocations are made to school districts from gaming funds.


The Bradford Area School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap in its activities, programs or employment practices as required by Title VI, Title IX and Section 504.  For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, or for information regarding services, activities and facilities that are accessible to and useable by handicapped persons, contact Samuel Johnson, Human Resources Director at 150 Lorana Avenue, Bradford, PA 16701 (814-362-3841).

Claims for rent rebate made for rent that is due and payable during the calendar year 2006 and thereafter will be determined in the following manner:

Household Income               Benefit
$0-$8,000                               $650
$8,001-$15,000                      $500

There are no supplemental benefits for renters and rent does not include subsidies provided by or through a governmental agency. Those individuals receiving public assistance are not eligible for the rent rebate program. 

The maximum amount of property tax or rent rebate in lieu of property taxes payable cannot exceed the lesser of 1) the amount of a claim; 2) the amount of real property taxes actually paid; or 3) 20% of gross rent actually paid. 

The rules are fairly simple. Anyone wishing to file a claim must do so to the PA Department of Revenue on or before June 30 of the year following the end of the calendar year in which the property taxes or rent was due. In other words, claimants would have to file on or before June 30, 2007, for property taxes or rent due or payable in calendar year 2006. A claim can be filed after June 30 and before Dec. 31, but it will only be paid as long as funds are available to pay the benefits. 

Claims must include reasonable proof of household income; the size and nature of the property claimed as a homestead; the rent, tax receipt or other proof that the real property taxes on the homestead have been paid or rent in connection with the occupancy of a homestead has been paid; a declaration of status as a widow or widower in such manner as prescribed by the Secretary of Revenue; and proof that a claimant is eligible to receive disability benefits under the Social Security Act, which constitutes proof of disability. The first claim filed by an individual must contain proof that the claimant or the claimant’s spouse was at least 65 years of age, or at least 50 years of age in the case of a widow or widower, during the calendar year in which property taxes or rent were due and payable. 

It also may be worthwhile to note that while most property tax reduction benefits, i.e., the homestead/farmstead exclusion, will be shown as a reduction on individual school property tax bills, the benefits from the Senior Citizens Property Tax and Rent Rebate program come in the form of actual rebate checks mailed to eligible claimants. 

These forms are available on the following link: http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/revenue/lib/revenue/2006_pa-1000_fillin.pdf. 

Instructions are available at:                    http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/revenue/lib/revenue/2006_pa-1000_book.pdf.    

Property Tax/Rent Rebate information assistance is available by phoning toll free 1-800-783-7067 or contacting the regional office at Pennsylvania Department of Revenue, 448 West 11th Street, Erie, PA phone 814-871-4491.
