February 9, 2009

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bradford Area School District was held in the Floyd C. Fretz Large Group Instruction Room, 140 Lorana Avenue, Bradford, Pennsylvania at 7:00 p.m.

Present


Directors:
Timothy Bean, President; Pat Vigliotta, Vice President; Paul Ridley, Treasurer; Keith Hatch, Secretary; Rita Dincher, Asst. Secretary; Carla Manion, and Joseph Troutman

Absent:
Rev. J. Arthur Cox and Helen Cummiskey
Administrators:
Sandra Romanowski, Superintendent; Katy Pude, Sam Johnson, Kathy Kelly, Ken Coffman, Dave Ray, Dave Jones, Sarah Tingley, Marianne Carrico, Erin Waugaman, Gene Woodmansee, and John Petruzzi

News Media:
JoEllen Chesnut

 - The Bradford Era


Joe Vinelli

 - The Bradford Era
Visitors:
Kay Hoyt, Chuck Hoyt, Steve Kloss, Pete Gardner, J. Andrew Scanlan, Barry Bryan, and Marsha Dowd

Timothy Bean, President, called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

Recognition of Visitors

None

Presentation of School Bells
Those who will receive school bells in honor of their retirement are Margie Girard, Phyllis Longnecker, Peg Gerhart, Marjorie LaBella, and Patricia App.

Approval of Board Agenda 



Motion by Rita Dincher, seconded by Carla Manion, to approve the Board agenda as presented.

Unanimously carried.

Approval of Minutes
Regular Meeting – January 12, 2009


Motion by Carla Manion, seconded by Rev. J. Arthur Cox, to approve the minutes as presented.

Unanimously carried.

Business Office and Financial Affairs

A. Treasurer’s Report for the period ending December 31, 2008 and the Second Quarter Reports for the Secondary Schools as presented.


Motion by Keith Hatch, seconded by Carla Manion, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Second Quarter Reports as presented.

Unanimously carried.

B.
Payment of Bills (General, Capital Reserve, School Lunch, and Athletic Activities)




Motion by Rita Dincher, seconded by Pat Vigliotta, to approve the payment of bills as presented.

Unanimously carried.

C.
Permission to Sell Property from the County Repository


1.
Stanley Austin has requested to buy 31 Roberts Street, Bradford, Pennsylvania from the County Repository for $250. This is a vacant lot with .04 acres of land.


Recommendation:  To grant consent to the Tax Claim Bureau to sell the property to Mr. Austin.


2.
Brad Preston has requested to buy 166 Kennedy Street, Bradford, Pennsylvania from the County Repository for $250.  This is a vacant lot with .19 acres of land.


Recommendation:  To grant consent to the Tax Claim Bureau to sell the property to Mr. Preston.


3.
Melvin Stoltzfus has requested to buy 238 South Avenue, Bradford, Pennsylvania from the County Repository for $2,000.  This is a vacant lot with .24 acres of land.


Recommendation:  To grant consent to the Tax Claim Bureau to sell the property to Mr. Stoltzfus.


Motion by Keith Hatch, seconded by Carla Manion, to grant consent to the Tax Claim Bureau to sell the properties as presented above.
Unanimously carried.

D.
Permission to Sell Property from the County Repository (from addendum)

Land Liquidators, LLC of Little Neck, NY has requested to buy 77 W. Corydon Street, 131 W. Corydon Street, 139 W. Corydon Street, and 31 Terrace Street.

Motion by Keith Hatch, seconded by Pat Vigliotta, to deny consent to the Tax Claim Bureau to sell the property to Land Liquidators, LLC.

Unanimously carried.

E.
Transportation Management Services Contract

Approval is requested to contract for Transportation Management Services with Student Transportation Services for administrative management, dispatcher, and other related services, effective July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2014.  The cost for 2009-10 will be $155,736 and increased 5% per year thereafter.


Motion by Rita Dincher, seconded by Paul Ridley, to approve the contract, as presented, pending ratification of the AFSCME conract.

7  Yeas     0  Nays

F.
Capital Project Resolutions



Motion by Paul Ridley, seconded by Carla Manion, to approve the resolutions as presented.

7  Yeas     0  Nays

Students and Curriculum

A.
2009-10 School Calendar



Motion by Rita Dincher, seconded by Paul Ridley, to approve the 2009-10 School Calendar as presented.

7  Yeas     0  Nays

B.
Curriculum Update

Sarah Schreiber and Candice Saquin met with the Transportation Department in order to increase awareness of the BASD Olweus Bullying Program.  This meeting enables staff to brainstorm ideas in order to further extend the anit-bullying message onto the school buses.  A booklet was put together for transportation staff that included information on the program, school bullying rules, intervention steps, parent tips, our bullying results, and information regarding bullying on the bus..
The School Calendar for 2009-10 was presented for approval.  Staff members had two versions from which to vote.  The one being presented was chosen by an overwhelming majority.


The PSSA writing assessment is scheduled beginning February 9th for students in grades 5, 8, and 11.

A meeting was held recently with the District Wellness Committee.  I have submitted documentation for the Adagio Health Grant and am hopeful that we will be accepted to receive materials and services for the next school year.  Also the Highmark Grant for 2009 has been opened and all individual buildings will again apply.  This grant can allow up to $10,000 to be awarded to individual schools in their wellness programs.  We have been successful in the past and are trying to be more innovative in our proposals as they have become more competitive.

C.
Student Representative

Bethany Russell reported that reports cards were distributed and each student has received a new schedule for the second semester.  Juniors will soon be taking the PSSA tests and freshmen will be completing the Foresight Tests to identify strengths and weaknesses in preparation for PSSAs.
She also reported that the Winter Carnival is approaching with candidates running for the queen.  The Boys’ Basketball Team won their senior night game and track had an invitational over the weekend.  The wrestlers continue to do well.  Senior Swim Team members will be honored at a home meet against Clearfield.

In band and choir news, several members qualified for various District Festivals.  Actors and musicians have been rehearsing for the “Suessical the Musical.”  The Scholastic Scrimmage team is currently studying for their next round in the competition to be held in State College.

Personnel

A.
Mentor Teachers (2008-09)

Lori Nuzzo – Bradford Area High School for Ashley Eschrich.



Motion by Rita Dincher, seconded by Carla Manion, to approve Ms. Nuzzo as a mentor teacher, as presented above, in accordance with Board policy and the current agreement with BAEA.
7  Yeas     0  Nays
B.
Leaves of Absence


1.
Karen Roulo has requested a maternity/childrearing leave of absence under FMLA Guidelines and District policy beginning March 30, 2009 through May 1, 2009.


2.
Marty Corey has requested a maternity/childrearing leave of absence under FMLA Guidelines and District policy beginning April 14, 2009 through June 4, 2009.


Motion by Keith Hatch, seconded by Rita Dincher, to approve the leaves of absence as presented.
7  Yeas     0  Nays
C.
Coaching Staff  (2009-10)


1.
Boys’ Head Varsity Golf Coach


- Terry Reiley


2.
Boys’ Assistant Middle School Soccer Coach
- Matthew Gilligan


3.
Boys’ Middle School Soccer Volunteer Coach
- Dana Wells


4.
Girls’ Assistant Middle School Soccer Coach
- Leslie Flowers


5.
Girls’ Middle School Basketball Head Coach
- Ashley Fox


Motion by Carla Manion, seconded by Rita Dincher, to approve the employment of the above-listed individuals, as presented, effective February 10, 2009, pending completion of all necessary paperwork and in accordance with Board policy and the current agreement between the Board and BAEA.
7  Yeas     0  Nays

D.
Substitutes


1.
Substitute Teachers


a.
Susan Whelan, effective January 27, 2009


b.
Cindy Graham, effective January 26, 2009


c.
John Werlau, effective January 27, 2009


d.
Alex Nuzzo, effective February 10, 2009


e.
Annette Auteri, emergency certification, effective February 10, 2009


2.
Substitute Custodian


Jeffrey Fetterman, effective February 9, 2009


3.
Substitute Bus Drivers



a.
Molly O’Brien, effective February 10, 2009



b.
Jessica Danielson, effective February 10, 2009




Motion by Paul Ridley, seconded by Keith Hatch, to add the above-listed individuals to the District’s approved substitute listing, in accordance with Board policy and pending the completion of all necessary paperwork.

Unanimously carried.

Superintendent’s Report
Congratulations to GGB for being selected as one of 967 Title I Schools to maintain AYP for two consecutive years.  They will receive a $1000 award.  It is important to point out that AYP for this school is based on 3rd grade scores.  Congratulations to the staff at both GGB and School Street for this success.
The Maintenance Department at our Bus Garage has been selected as one of the Top 10 Maintenance Programs in the country by School Bus Fleet.  They were selected because of the significant improvement in efficiency, effectiveness, and most importantly, safety.  They will be featured in the April/May edition of the magazine.

As a service to our working parents, we are partnering with the YMCA to house a day care facility at School Street on vacation days throughout the school year.  A survey will be sent home to families to determine the need.  Families will also be asked if they would like the service for the summer.
Copies of the school calendar for the 2009-10 school year are available on the back table.

Other Business

None

Announcements

A.
An executive session was conducted at 6:00 p.m. for personnel reasons.

B.
An executive session may be conducted for the reason stated in Section 8 of the Sunshine Law between now and the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Recognition of Visitors

Steve Kloss, Assistant Varsity Football Coach, spoke in support of Jerry Pattison being hired as a Varsity Football Coach.
Adjournment 




Motion by Keith Hatch, seconded by Pat Vigliotta, that the meeting be adjourned.

Unanimously carried.
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